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City of Copenhagen

Adoption of the carbon neutrality target

• The City of Copenhagen adopted a Climate Action 
Plan in 2009 with a target of reducing CO₂-emissions 
with 20% in 2015 and a vision of becoming carbon 
neutral by 2025. 

• The CPH2025 Climate Plan was adopted in 2012 with 
the target of a carbon neutral capital in 2025.
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City of Copenhagen

1. period
2013-2016

3. period
2021-2025

2. period
2017-2020

2012 2016 2018 2020 2023

Perspective 2050:

”In 2050 Copenhagen will be fossil-free with clean air, without waste and without 
noise from traffic”

2014

Plans towards 2025 and perspective for 2050
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Supplement 
to Roadmap 
2021-2025 

in 2021

2021



City of Copenhagen

Four pillars in the climate plan
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City of Copenhagen

CO₂ emissions in Copenhagen
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Skov Øvrige Non-road Tog-, fly- og skibstrafik Vejtrafik
Bygas* Fjernvarmeforbrug* Elforbrug* VE-bygas VE-fjernvarme
VE-el CCS Nettoudledninger

*Before RE-crediting, which involves renewable energy production within the city or outside the city where the city or the city’s utilities own the facilities. 

Historical Forecast, including effect of initiatives
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City of Copenhagen

Background
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Municipal plan 2019: 
”before the next 

planning period (ie. 
latest by 2023) … a 

new climate 
agreement … with 
specific goals for 
2030 and 2035.”

Co-create 
Copenhagen: 

Fossil-free 
Copenhagen latest 

by 2050

Citizen 
consumption-

based CO2-
emissions cut in 

half by 2035

CO2-emissions 
from public 

procurement cut 
in half by 2030

Maintain carbon-
neutrality in 2025 

and introduce 
climate-positivity 

while phasing 
biomass out by 

2035



City of Copenhagen

Next steps
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Plan part 1: 
Maintain carbon-

neutrality, 
introduce 

climate-positivity 

Plan part 2: 
Reduce 

consumption-
based emissions

A baseline 
analysis of 

Copenhagen’s 
CO₂-

emissions, 
consumption-

based and 
territorial

Engaging 
citizens, 

companies, 
experts, other 

cities in 
developing a 
vision and a 

plan with 
initiatives

Scenarios for 
each sector and 

goal, showing 
potential 

reductions and 
realistic steps 
along the way

One plan in 
(potentially)

two parts



City of Copenhagen

Potential elements in a plan
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Reducing final 
direct 

emissions

Our future 
energy system 

incl. role of 
biomass

Consumption, 
behavior and 

consumption-
based 

emissions
Future 

mobility 
solutions

Circular 
resource use

Digitalization 
and technology

Energy and 
sustainability 
in buildings

Energy production 
scenarios for the 
future, focus on 
district heating

Engagement of 
professional 
stakeholders

Methods for estimating 
consumption-based 
emissions

9



City of Copenhagen

Expected focus areas in connection with the 
100 Climate Neutral Cities

• Climate City Contract linked to the coming climate Plan for City of Copenhagen

• Focus on: Citizen involvement, scope 3 (consumer based emission), energy 
efficiency

• Awaiting more information from NZC Platform about details

• An ongoing focus on funding opportunities for projects etc.
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